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OVING PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of meeting held on Thursday 26th January 2017 in Oving Jubilee Hall. 

Present: Chairman Cllr S Schuyleman, Cllr L Smith, Cllr M Wright, Cllr J. Firlotte, Cllr D Marston, Cllr A Wilkinson, Cllr P 
Southern and R Palmer (Clerk).  Guest County Cllr S Oakley. One member of the public, Mr R Migliorini.  

1 Apologies for absence Action 

 The meeting started at 18:50. Apologies were received from Cllr F van de Wetering de Rooy, Cllr P Guest 
and District Cllr P. Jarvis. 

 

2 Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest  

There were none.  

3 Issues raised by members of the public for discussion with Council Members     

There were none.  

4 Report from County Councillor  

Cllr Oakley reported on County issues and had agreed to include District issues in the absence of Cllr Jarvis. 

* Precept up 3.9% and District Council Tax to increase 5% on Band E properties. 

*New homes bonus only to go to Councils achieving more than minimum 0.4% increase in following years.    

*CDC studying correlation between new charges at waste sites and any increase in fly tipping, more likely to 

be small contractors rather than householders. 

*Shopwyke Lakes – continuing to discuss landscaping on road frontage.  Was supposed to be large green 

area and concern that some existing houses have extended their frontage onto the curtilage. They have 

been written to by CDC. Chairman pointed out that road widening of Shopwhyke Road has commenced and 

will continue until early June.  Cllr Oakley advised that this is to accommodate the the “Spine” road and a 

spur road new entrance into the development. Concern was expressed about the width of the new “Spine 

Road”. Cllr Marston offered to measure it. Chairman to raise with Cala Homes if not up to “B” road 

standard. 

*Junction at Shopwhyke Road/Drayton Lane improvements still under discussion to improve visibility and 

reduce risk of accidents.  

* The full CDC Cabinet meeting had recently approved the re-run of the A27 improvement 

option/consultation process. The support of the MP for a re-run is still awaited. 

* The height of the soil stockpile at the Skips Direct site at Oakham Farm now exceeds the maximum 

stipulated.  Chairman noted that this was being monitored by WSCC. Chairman reported that speeding of 

their vehicles through the village had decreased since a letter had been sent by OPC to Skips Direct followed 

by a site visit. However, vehicles from other companies going to/from the site were still a problem.  
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5 Urgent Matters to be discussed at the discretion of the Chairman or for noting and inclusion on a future 
agenda.  

 

 The Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to Cllr Wilkinson for his now successful work to bring fibre optic 
broadband to Oving Village.  It was noted that there are a few final connection issues to be dealt with and 
that its availability is imminent.  A motion of thanks had the support of the full Council. The next challenge 
is to get better broadband for the other areas of the Parish as requested in the Parish Plan questionnaire. 

 

6 Approval of minutes and review of actions.    

 a) The minutes of the meeting held on 17th November 2016 were unanimously approved and signed by the 
Chairman as a true record. 
b)  The Clerk reported that the minutes of the meeting held on 1st December 2016 (budget meeting) were 
not available for approval due to a terminal computer failure.  These minutes are to be rewritten and 
presented at the next OPC meeting.  

 
 
 
Clerk 
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7 Reports and recommendations from working parties and other organisations:    

 a) Oving Youth Club:  Cllr Smith advised an increase in parent participation and an increase to 15 children 

now enrolled with OYC.  The police investigation is still ongoing into the fraudulent activities. Cllr Smith was 

asked to produce a second statement due to ongoing inconsistencies across statements received from all 

parties. In this second statement, Cllr Smith stated that the signatures were totally unlike hers and the 

police agreed and it now looks like Court proceedings will finally be started.  Lloyds Bank has now refunded 

all the missing money and paid compensation of £50 to Cllr Smith and £50 to the OYC – Cllr Smith has 

donated her £50 to OYC.  This still leaves OYC approximately £100 out of pocket.  It was noted that the 

enrolment of the two Youth Club workers onto the OPC payroll continues to be a work in progress and will 

be reported on at the next OPC meeting. 

b) Oving Parish Plan:  The action items for the Parish Plan will be presented to the public for consultation at 

the Annual Parish Meeting on 18th May 2017.  Cllr Wilkinson suggested that this should be ‘advertised’ to 

the public ahead of time using the OPC website and the Oving Parish Newsletter (OPN) as a minimum.  The 

deadline for submission to the next edition of OPN is 25th February 2017. Chairman reported that there 

would also be a mail drop to all households. It was also noted that members of the public expressed 

difficulty in hearing the speakers at the Annual meeting in 2016. It was agreed that a microphone will be 

used at this years’ meeting. 

c) A27 Improvements including the meeting on Friday 20th January 2017 with Rt. Hon. Andrew Tyrie MP:  

The Chairman advised the meeting that 33 chairpersons attended the meeting.  All were advised that no 

minutes or recordings were to be taken at the meeting and that is was to be a Q&A only.  Everyone was 

given a chance to speak and a wide range of views were tabled.  Mr Tyrie wanted to find out how many 

wanted to re-run the consultation including the Northern by-pass options and how many against.  The 

Chairman voted for a re-run however it was not possible to determine the final count.  Cllr Firlotte advised 

that the Observer website suggested that the vote was 70:30 in favour of re-run.  The Chairman also 

advised that outside the meeting place a congregation of some 20 people were demonstrating in support of 

a re-run. Cllr Oakley advised that he had attended the District Councillors meeting with Mr Tyrie which 

followed the above meeting.  His impression was that AT was there to receive information rather than 

discuss the issues and his main concerns were the possible loss of funding and trust by the public and how 

to address this.  The difference between the first through traffic figure of circa 20% and 2014 traffic figure 

of 42% means that the northern route cost pro rata is now more valid as there are more vehicles as through 

traffic.  For the online options, by 2035 congestion will be back to how it is now ie limited life benefit but 

with northern options the life-span moves out further into the future.  He also noted that the figures being 

used by Mr Grayling at the Department of Transport were incorrect and based on the 2010 study. Highways 

England has stated that they will publish the consultation responses and preferred option soon.   

d) Website Working Group:  It was noted that James Sealy, the new Webmaster, was unable to meet on 
Saturday 21st January as planned to receive a handover from Sophie Martins.  Should it prove impossible to 
reconvene this meeting soon, the Clerk will meet with the former webmaster for a handover to enable the 
Clerk to routinely post agendas and minutes etc onto the Oving Community website. 
e)  Oving Parish Council Vehicle Activated Speedsign:  The VAS was due to be commissioned on 14th 
December 2016 however this has still not been completed.  The Chairman has emailed Adam Norris to ask 
for a firm date for the installation.   
f)  Village Hall “Teeny Tots” – support for Mothers & Toddlers Group:  OPC has been asked by the Oving 

Parish Hall Management Committee to subsidise “Teeny Tots” mother and toddlers group for a period of 3 

months to help the group set up and establish itself.   It was noted that the former mother and toddler 

group run by the church has now ceased and that the Parish Plan has noted a need for another mother and 

toddler group. However, after careful consideration the Councillors agreed that it was unable to offer this 

subsidy as it would set a precedent and be incorrect to single out one group to support financially.  There 

are many groups using the OPH who offer support to the Parish who have not received any such financial 

support and OPC is not able to offer support to all groups.  A motion to consider funding the group was 

proposed by Cllr Marston and seconded by Cllr Firlotte.  A vote was taken with the following results.  For 
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the motion nil, against the motion 4, abstentions 2. 

8 Noting of correspondence received since 15th September 2016. For action or comment:  

 A shortened list of correspondence was presented at the meeting.  A full list is to be emailed to the 
Councillors as soon as possible. 

 
Clerk 

9 Finance:  

 a) To consider budget control statement:  The budget control statement was considered and approved. 
b) To approve the schedule of payments: All payments were approved.  
c) 2015/2016 Year End Accounts:  The Clerk reported that she has thoroughly investigated a number of 
errors and irregularities in last year’s accounts. The External Auditor’s report was very critical of these in 
their comments and it was considered necessary to resolve these problems before the Report was posted 
on our website and made publically available on the Noticeboards. The deadline for posting the External 
Auditor’s Report was 30th September 2016 but, with the Chairman’s agreement, has not yet been done. 
Concerns were expressed that any questions from parishioners could not be answered. Most of the errors 
have now been identified and corrected. It appears that the irregularities were genuine mistakes and not 
malicious as no funds are missing. It was agreed that the Report should be posted as soon as possible with 
an accompanying Statement to clarify the critical comments made. 
d) Re-appointment of Internal Auditor, Rachel Hall:  It was unanimously agreed that this appointment 
should not be made and the Clerk should commence proceedings to appoint a new Internal Auditor. 
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10 Planning:  

 a)  To note the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 15th December 2016:  The minutes of 
the meeting held on 15th December 2016 were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman as a true 
record.  It was noted that application O/16/03431 for polytunnels at Groves Farm had been permitted, but 
the OPC comments objecting following the 10th November 2016 meeting had not to be included in the 
document list or considered. It was agreed that the Clerk investigate and write to Mr Frost at CDC if this is 
correct. 
b) Chairman reported on the decision of the 11th January 2017 CDC Planning Committee meeting on 

O/16/01785/FUL for the Oving Traffic Lights. Quote: “That the contents of the Direction from the Secretary 

of State, Department for Transport be noted and that in light of the Direction which directs indefinite non-

approval of the planning application, defer for a period of 12 months or until there is a preferred A27 route 

announcement regarding the A27 by the Department of Transport, whichever is earlier”. 

c) Planning applications and decisions received since 15th December 2016:  Wk 51 applications 

O/16/04027 & O/16/04028 (Woodhorn Cottages) and a WK 2 application O/16/04150 (The Barn, Colworth) 

were discussed briefly and it was agreed to Support them without comments. Two further applications 

(Wk4, O/17/00034 & O/17/00073) for polytunnels along the A259 were noted by the Council. Detailed 

comments are required in 21 days and it was agreed to request an extension to consider these fully at the 

next Planning Committee on 23rd February 2017.  Cllr Oakley advised that he had ‘red carded’ these 

applications because they should be considered by the CDC Planning Committee due to his concerns 

surrounding the impact that they will cause to the landscape, drainage and transport. He noted that 

adjacent to application O/17/00034, there were already long-standing flooding problems along Colworth 

Lane east that needed to be resolved by WSCC, the Church Commissioners (owners) or tenants as the 

condition of this bit of road is very bad. 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 

12 Date of Next meeting  

 The next Planning Committee Meeting is confirmed as Thursday 23rd February 2017.   
The next OPC meeting is confirmed as Thursday 16th March 2017. 
All meetings start at 6.45pm. 

 

The meeting closed at 10.10pm 

Signed:  Date:   

 Chairman 


