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OVING PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of meeting held on Thursday 14th July 2016 in Oving Jubilee Hall. 

 

Present: Chairman Cllr S Schuyleman, Cllr L Smith, Cllr P Southern, Cllr P Guest, Cllr M Wright. Cllr J. Firlotte, Cllr D 
Marston, Cllr A Wilkinson and L Beaton (Clerk).  Chairman welcomed 3 candidates for the clerk position and 2 
candidates Frits De Wetering De Rooy and Tony Blumenthal, for co-option to the vacant councillor position. A third 
candidate for co-option was unable to attend.  All candidates attended as observers. No other members of the public 
were present.  

1 Apologies for absence Action 

 The meeting started at 18:45. Apologies were received from District Cllr P. Jarvis and County Cllr S Oakley. 
The clerk apologised for having sent the agendas to them too late with the change of date from 21st to 14th 
July. 

 

2 Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest  

There were none.  

3 Issues raised by members of the public for discussion with Council Members     

There were none.   
 

4 Report from County / District Councillors  

None     
 

5 Urgent Matters to be discussed at the discretion of the Chairman or for noting and inclusion on a future 
agenda.  

 

  The Chairman said there were three candidates for the position of Clerk and also three candidates had 
kindly volunteered to be co-opted as new councillors to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Cllr R 
Migliorini. Cllr Smith proposed, Cllr Southern seconded and it was agreed that an Extraordinary Council 
meeting be held on Thursday 21st July at 7pm in order to co-opt a new councillor.   

 
 
Clerk 

6 Approval of minutes and review of actions.    

 a) Council meeting held on 17th March 2016: Cllr Wilkinson proposed and Cllr  Wright seconded that the 
minutes of the meeting on  17th March be approved.  Agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true record.  
b) To note the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 21st April and 16th June and the AGM of the 
Parish Council held on 19th May 2016 to be signed at the next AGM.  Cllr Marston’s name to be added to 
the list of attendees. 

 
 
 
Clerk 

7 Reports and recommendations from working parties and other organisations:    

 a) Oving Jubilee Hall:  A letter had been received from the Chairman of the Oving Jubilee Hall Management 
Committee dated 13th July and sent to all councillors requesting that the remainder of the PWLB funds of 
£4009.38 still owing should be released plus the £3399.64 reclaimed VAT on earlier works, making a total of 
£7409.02. Following discussion it was proposed by Cllr Firlotte and seconded by Cllr Southern and agreed 
that this sum be allocated for the purchase of kitchen equipment by the Council for the hall in lieu of a 
grant of £7,409.02. OPC would purchase new Kitchen Equipment up to this amount, reclaim the VAT and 
make a grant of remaining funds to OJHMC. It was agreed that OPC would not make an additional grant 
towards the cost of the new kitchen. Cllr Smith agreed to join a working party of OJH to deal with the choice 
of kitchen equipment in view of her involvement with Oving Community Watch.  
 A query had been raised by OJH re maintenance responsibility for the defibrillator. OPC had paid for the 
installation of the cabinet and gifted it to the OJH. Damage had been caused by vandalism that allowed rain 
penetration.  It was therefore unlikely to be covered by the warranty or the OJH insurance cover. OJH to 
handle repair now but Cllr Wright expressed concern about cost to OJH if it happened again. Cabinet is not 
lockable. Cllr Smith suggested an article in OPN pointing out it is a piece of lifesaving equipment and could 
be lost if it happens again.  
Cllr Guest and Cllr Wright reported that bookings were trending up, as were reserves. The new bookings 
clerk and treasurer were doing a grand job. There was over £13K in the bank. Two weddings were already 
booked for 2017. Cllr Smith queried whether a reserve of £5,000 was sufficient. Cllr Guest indicated that 
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this would cover at least 3 months of operating costs. This was agreed to be sufficient. 
b) Oving Youth Club: Cllr Smith reported that as a result of leaflet drop in the village, numbers attending 
had increased to an average of 8 and there are more younger members.  Parents are enthusiastic and 
willing to join the OYC committee.  The Club may close over the summer holidays but have a summer event 
instead. A complaint has been lodged with Lloyds Bank over inaction on the investigation. It was noted that 
the Council’s grant allocation of £760 for 2016/17 had already been paid in order to support the payment of 
the new leader and other expenses. In addition a further £40 had been contributed in accordance with the 
Council’s wish to support the Club and the Council would be asked to authorise payment in advance of the 
OJH hire charge to Dec 2016, making a total additional spend of £280.  OYC hope to stabilise finances this 
year.  OYC asked if OJH could hold over the hall hire bill until later. The Chairman mentioned that Warden 
Gareth Jones is in discussion with John Pitts regarding his contributions. 
c) Oving Parish Plan:  The Chairman reported that 600 copies of the final questionnaire were distributed to 
all households and businesses in the parish for return by 15th July. The deadline cannot be extended but 
CDC will accept late questionnaires. There had been an 18% response at last count, which CDC would not 
regard as a statistically valid sample; 25% was an acceptable minimum and it was hoped to reach this.  Cllr 
Wright had posted on the OJH Facebook page and Streetlife. The Council had previously indicated that it 
wished to use the grant provided under the Community Benefit Agreement for the Primrose Solar Farm to 
cover the expenses of the Parish Plan and projects identified through its preparation. Chairman mentioned 
that the two payments from the Solar Farms had now been received, one for £5k and the other £4.990k 
according to their Agreements with the Parish Council. However, a budget had not yet been set for the 
Plan’s preparation. This item to be discussed under 10b) 
d) LOLA Planning Application: Cllr Jarvis had submitted a “red card” procedure to CDC, which meant the 
Planning Committee has to determine it. The previous application had to be withdrawn because it had not 
been determined within the requisite time (owing to “holding directions” from the Highways Agency). OPC 
had 12 months to re-submit and this was done on 24th May. HE have lost the power of veto, ability to 
submit “holding directions” and can only make an informal recommendation to accept or refuse; these may 
help to gain approval for the application.  The Chairman had been asked to give several presentations and 
received strong support from other interested organisations. Problems had been reported to CDC over the 
misallocation of responses filed on the CDC website as objections when they were letters of support (ie 
objecting to closure of the lights) and this was being addressed. If the CDC Planning Committee chooses not 
to approve it, the only recourse left would be to take it to Appeal, which would be a very expensive process.  
This is therefore the Council’s “last chance”. HE had submitted an objection, which had been forwarded to 
Bellamy Roberts (the OPC traffic & transport consultant) because HE suggested an unreasonable amount of 
survey work and that OPC pay for the dedicated left turn lane, costing £500K. Chairman recommended Mr 
Bellamy make the presentation to the planning committee and, if necessary, join him in an HE meeting. Cllr 
A Wilkinson proposed and Cllr Guest seconded that the budget allocated (of up to £5K) be spent on this 
professional support.  An extension to the deadline had been agreed and it was agreed to ask for an 
extension to just before the date it will be considered by the planning committee.  
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Clerk 

8 Noting of correspondence received for action or comment since 19th May 2016  

 The list of correspondence circulated was noted. 
a) Highways England consultation on proposals for A27 Chichester By Pass: HE refused several 

requests to hold an event in Oving. Cllrs noted this with grave disappointment. 14 other dates 
for consultation meetings have proposed in the area. HE offered an event for Parish Councils on 
Mon 18th July, the Chairman and Cllr Wilkinson to attend.  

b) The following items were drawn to the attention of councillors, the latter received since the 
publication of the agenda: Invitation to solar farm event on 4th September. Clerk to circulate 
details to Cllrs Guest, Marston, Schuyleman, Southern and Wright. Cllr Wright reported that at 
the new councillors training day Mr Leggo, Director of SALC, mentioned the Green Deal as a 
means of funding the appointment of contractors.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

9 Employment Matters:  

 a) To note the resignation of the Clerk and agree the appointment procedure for a new clerk: An 
interview Panel to be formed Cllr Smith, Cllr Guest, Cllr Wilkinson, Cllr Firlotte.  Agreed date Mon 18th July at 
7pm. Candidates will not be asked for a CV.  
b) To approve grievance and disciplinary procedures: This is for paid employees. The Outgoing Clerk was 
requested to prepare a document for approval at the September Council meeting.   

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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c) To approve discretions in accordance with WSCC Local Government Pension Scheme. The Clerk 
explained that it was now a legal requirement to provide opportunity to join a pension but in order for the 
Council to join the WSCC LGPS it needed to adopt discretions in case of staff ill health etc.  WSCC Pension 
staff had suggested standard discretions, published on their website, be adopted as the alternative of 
bespoke arrangements would require separate guidance. This had been agreed in principle in March and a 
set of discretions had been circulated to Councillors. It was agreed that they be adopted subject to minor 
editorial revision.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

10 
 

Finance  

a. To consider the budget control statement. The clerk drew attention to the following:  
A BACS notification had been received from HMRC for repayment of the Council’s 
2015/16 VAT reclaim but the sum of £1,100.67 had not yet been received by the bank. 
The Clerk had written to HMRC asking them to investigate. 
The apparent 463% overspend on Parish Amenity Improvement was due to the fact 
that payment had been made for the Vehicle Activated Sign, which was due for 
installation before the end of August. The New Homes Bonus grant towards this would 
be claimed after installation. The lengthy delay in installation was noted.  
A payment of £4,990 had since been received from Merston Renewable Energy CIC 
under the Community Benefit Agreement for the second solar farm at Merston. 

b. To approve the schedule of payments: It was noted that payments in respect of Oving 
Parish Plan amounted to £291 (excl VAT) and a new line item had been added to the 
budget to cover these. The Chairman suggested the Council agree in principle to fund 
projects coming out of the parish plan The Council approved Cllr Marston proposed and 
Cllr Wilkinson seconded additional expenditure on the preparation of the Parish Plan 
not to exceed £5,000 in total, this being the grant for 2016 received from Primrose 
Solar Farm under the Community Benefit Agreement which is to be spent on 
community or environmental projects. Cllr Wilkinson proposed and Cllr Smith 
seconded that the schedule be approved which was agreed. 

c. To approve new signatories for the bank accounts: It was agreed that Cllr Wright, Cllr 
Guest and Cllr Firlotte be appointed signatories.  

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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11 To consider Planning applications and note decisions received since 16th June 2016   

 The following applications were considered: 
O/16/01895/AGR - Case Officer: - Maria Tomlinson - Prior Notification - AGR's  
Mr H Hall, Colworth Manor Farm Colworth Lane Colworth Chichester 
Balanced cut and fill reservoir to harvest rainwater run off from polytunnels. O.S. Grid Ref. 491679/102770 
To view the application use the following link;  https://publicaccess.chichester.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=O874RZER00600 
Agreed. 
 
O/16/02072/DOM - Case Officer: - Maria Tomlinson - Other Dev - Householder Developments  
Mr Philip Russell, 1 Sandpit Cottages Woodhorn Lane Oving PO20 2BU 
Proposed detached garage. O.S. Grid Ref. 490804/104868 
To view the application use the following link;  https://publicaccess.chichester.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=O8X2ZAERITA00.   
 
Object: size is disproportionate to the size of the adjoining house, visually intrusive, proposed use of red 
tiles are not in keeping with the slate tiles on the house roof, concern it may become a standalone property 
in due course. 
 
It was noted that the orangery at Tapners Barn in Merston was still standing. A query to be raised about 
progress with enforcement.  
 
The Chairman to raise with Mercedes Benz the unsightly use of the “daffodil field” site, query progress on 
building the car park and comment on blockages of the road caused by parking.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Chair 

https://publicaccess.chichester.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=O874RZER00600
https://publicaccess.chichester.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=O874RZER00600
https://publicaccess.chichester.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=O8X2ZAERITA00
https://publicaccess.chichester.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=O8X2ZAERITA00
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The following decisions were noted:  

O/15/03964/REM Cala Homes. Land North of  Shopwhyke Road Shopwhyke Oving PO20 2AD. Proposed 398 

dwellings together with commercial and community use floorspace. Application for approval of reserved 

matters following outline planning permission O/11/05283/OUT in respect of appearance, layout, 

landscaping (phase 1A and spine road) and scale. PERMIT 

O/16/01664/DOM Ingrid Mair, Mallard Barn  Drayton Lane Oving PO20 2GL .Installation of a detached 

timber garden room. PERMIT  

O/14/04284/OUT Hanbury Properties Ltd, Former Fuel Depot Bognor Road Chichester West Sussex PO20 

1EJ . Hybrid outline application for re-development of the Fuel and Distribution Depot site. Outline 

permission is sought for B2/B8/Trade uses (7830m2) and 2 no. ancillary roadside catering units (420m2). 

Detailed permission is sought for a new vehicular access and discount food retail unit (2431m2). PERMIT 

WITH S106 

O/16/01549/DOM Mr & Mrs Burchell, Flint Cottage  Gribble Lane Oving PO20 2BP. Removal of existing 

windows and replacement with new windows and doors. PERMIT 

12 Date of Next meeting  

 The next OPC meetings were confirmed as Thursday 15th September and 17th November 2016   
The next Planning Committee Meeting(s) will be on Thursday 8th September (if required) or 20th October 
2016. All meetings start at 6.45pm. 
 

 

The meeting closed at 8.35pm 

 

Signed:  Date:   

 Chairman 


